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Michael Tkacik 
Department of Political Science and Geography 

Box 13045 - SFA Station 
Stephen F. Austin State University 

Nacogdoches, TX 75962-3045 
Telephone: (936) 468-3903 (W) or (936) 560-9423 (H) 

E-mail: mtkacik@sfasu.edu 
 
EDUCATION: 
 
 Ph.D., Political Science, 1999 
 Major Field: International Relations 
 Minor Fields: Comparative Politics 
 University of Maryland, College Park, MD 
 
 M.A., Political Science, 1993 
 Columbia University, New York, NY 
 
 J.D., Law, 1989 
 Duke University School of Law, Durham, NC 
 
 B.A., Political Science, Magna Cum Laude, 1986 
 University of Maryland, Baltimore, MD 
 
EMPLOYMENT: 
 
 Director, School of Honors 
 Stephen F. Austin State University, September 2008 - present 
 
 Associate Professor of Political Science 
 Stephen F. Austin State University, 2005 – present 
 
 Visiting Professor of Political Science 
 University of SS. Cyril and Methodius, Trnava, Slovak Republic, Spring 2004  
 
 Assistant Professor of Political Science 
 Stephen F. Austin State University 1999 - 2005 
 
 Instructor, Political Science 
 George Mason University 1996-1999 
 
 Teaching Assistant, Instructor 
 University of Maryland, 1995-1999 
 
PUBLICATIONS: 
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 BOOK: 
 

Nuclear Strategy in the 21st Century: Balancing Safety and Deterrence in an Anarchic 
World (The Edwin Mellen Press, Lewiston, NY: 2003) 

 
 REFEREED ARTICLES AND BOOK CHAPTERS: 
 

Characteristics of Forms of Autonomy, International Journal on Minority and Group 
Rights (forthcoming 2008) 

 
 Regional Nuclear Powers and U.S. Policy: A Study in Asymmetries, in eds., Owen 
 Price and Jenifer Mackby, Debating 21st Century Nuclear Issues  (Washington,  D.C.: 
 Center  for Strategic and International Studies Press, 2007) 
 

The Modern Problems of Creating Democratic Controls Over the Armed Forces of the 
Kyrgyz Republic, Central Asian Journal of Management, Economics, and Social 
Research (November 2006) (with Timur Uzakbaev) 
 
Eastern Front Operational Constraints on Slovak Artillery, 1941-1943, The Journal of 
Slavic Military History, Vol. 18, No. 1 (March 2005) (with Jozef Pecina) 
 
An Ethical Solution to Ethnic Conflict: Background Factors for Effective Autonomy, in 
eds. Bruno Sergi and William Bagatelas, Ethical Interpretations of Post-Communist 
Transition Economics and Politics in Europe (Iura Edition, Bratislava, Slovakia: 2005) 
 
Policy and Nuclear Proliferation: How Arms Control Encourages Proliferation 

 International Politics, Vol. 39, No. 1 (March 2002), 53-74 
 
 An Evolutionary Approach toward Drafting Autonomy Agreements: 

Applying Theory to Reality in the Search for the Resolution of Ethnic Conflict, in eds., 
Patrick James and David Goetze, Evolutionary Theory and Ethnic Conflict (Praeger 
Publishers, 2001), 217-34  

 
 Islam and Democracy: Toward Creating a User-Friendly Environment, 
 Mediterranean Quarterly, Vol. 10, No. 2 (Spring 1999), 136-62 

 
World Trade Organization Dispute Settlement: Substance, Strengths, Weaknesses, and 
Causes for Concern, International Legal Perspectives, Vol. 9, Nos. 1 and 2 (Spring/Fall 
1997), 169-91 

 
Nuclear Deterrence, Arms Control, and Multipolarity: An Argument for Incremental 
Policy Change, Armed Forces and Society, Vol. 23, No. 3 (Spring 1996), 357-77 

 
NON-REFEREED ARTICLES AND BOOK CHAPTERS: 
 
Hope and Despair: Regional Integration in Central Asia, The U.S. Political System and 
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Questions of Democratization in Central Asian Countries (Al-Farabi Kazakh National 
University, Almaty, Kazakhstan: 2005) 
 
Suicide Bombing in Israel during the Second Intifada: Trends and Tactics, International 
Issues (Fall 2005) (with Darrel McDonald, et al.) 
 
Helping Prepare Non-American Scholars to Teach Foreign Policy, The USA and Central 
Asian Countries: Realities and Perspectives of the Relationship (Al-Farabi Kazakh 
National University, Almaty, Kazakhstan: 2004) (Russian and English) 
 
China and the World Trade Organization: Values in Conflict, 

 History Behind the Headlines Volume 2 (Gale Group, 2001) 
 
Cuba and the United States: Revolution, Nationalism, and the Enemy Next Door, 
History Behind the Headlines Volume 1 (Gale Group, 2000) 

 
WORK IN PROGRESS: 
 

Deterring Nuclear Terrorism 
 
Implications of Pakistan’s Nuclear Weapons Program on National and International 

 Security 
 
Recent Developments in Counter-Terrorism Strategy 
 

SELECTED PAPERS PRESENTED: 
 

Pakistan’s Nuclear Weapons Program and its Implications for U.S. National Security, 
Center for Strategic & International Studies - Project on Nuclear Issues, November 2007 
(United States Strategic Command, Offutt Air Force Base) 

 
 Territorial and Cultural Autonomy, International Studies Association, March 2007 
 
 U.S. Nuclear Weapons Policy and Regional Challengers, Southern Political Science 
 Association, January 2007 
 
 Autonomy Arrangements: Characteristics of Forms of Autonomy,  Turku/Abo, Finland, 
 October 2006 
 

Defending Against WMD Terrorism: Is There Room for Deterrence? International 
Studies Association, March 2006 
 
Deterrence and Al Qaeda, Center for Strategic & International Studies - Project on 
Nuclear Issues, November 2005 (United States Strategic Command, Offutt Air Force 
Base) 
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Provisions of Legislative Self-Governance in Autonomy Agreements, Working Group on 
Forms of Autonomy, Turku/Abo, Finland, April 2004 (by invitation only) 

 
Suicide Bombing During the Second Intifada, International Studies Association West, 
October 2003 (with Darrel McDonald, Julie Schellberg, and Christian Landers) 

 
The Model Autonomy Agreement: Initial Suggestions on Introductory Features, 2003 
International Conference on Regional Autonomy of Ethnic Minorities, Uppsala, Sweden, 
June 2003 (by invitation only) 

  
Preliminary Spatial Visualization and Interpretation of Suicide Bombings in Israel from 
2000 to Present, Association of American Geographers, March 2003 (with Darrel 
McDonald and Author Sementelli) 

 
A Typology of Autonomy Agreement Provisions: Toward A Model Agreement, 
International Studies Association, February 2003 

 
Mitigating Ethnic Conflict Through the Application of Autonomy: A Comparative 
Analysis, International Studies Association, March 2002 

 
On Terrorism and Strategy, Louisiana Political Science Association, February 2002 

 
China and Admission to the World Trade Organization: The Impact of Globalization on 
Local Identity, Southwest Association of American Geographers, November 2001 

 
The Politics of Persuasion: The Exaggeration of Fear and Argument in the Culture of 
Nuclear Safety and Arms Control, Southwest Political Science Association, March 2001 

 
Cuba and the United States: Revolution, Nationalism, and the Politics of Geography, 
Southwest Association of American Geographers, November 2000 

 
 Policy and Nuclear Proliferation: How Arms Control Encourages Proliferation, 
 American Political Science Association, August 2000 
 

21st Century Nuclear Strategy: Operational Alternatives for Enhanced Safety, 
International Studies Association, March 2000 

 
Zero-Alert and the Counterproductive Possibilities: Nuclear Instability in the 21st 
Century, The Second Los Alamos Cold War Conference, August 1998 

 
An Evolutionary Approach toward Drafting Autonomy Arrangements, Evolutionary 
Theory and Its Critics Conference, Utah State, April 1997 

 
A Comparative Analysis of Autonomy Agreements: Toward the Successful Application 
of Limited Self-Rule in Mitigating Ethnic Conflict, American Political Science 
Association, August 1996 
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Current Debates in Nuclear Deterrence Theory, Midwest Political Science Association, 
April 1995 

 
Post-Uruguay Round GATT/WTO Dispute Settlement, Southwestern Political Science 
Association, March 1995 
 

SELECTED OTHER CONFERENCES ATTENDED: 
 
 Briefing Presentation, “Recent Developments in Pakistan’s Nuclear Weapons Program 
 and Implications for International Security,” Center for Strategic and International 
 Studies, Institute of Engineering and Technology,  London, England, September 2007 
 

Invited Participant, Project on Nuclear Issues, 2007 DC Conference, Center for Strategic 
& International Studies, Washington, D.C. April 2007 

 
Invited Participant, Open Society Institute Higher Education Support Program, Academic 
Fellowship Program, Political Science and International Relations Cross-Discipline 
Meeting, Instanbul, Turkey, March 2007 

 
 Invited Participant, Summer Workshop on Teaching about Terrorism 
 College of William and Mary, Williamsburg, VA, July 2005 
 

Invited Participant, Project on Nuclear Issues, 2005 DC Conference, Center for Strategic 
& International Studies, Washington, D.C. March 2005 

 
Invited Participant, Socratic Seminar: Jurismania: The Madness of American Law, 
Liberty Fund, Indianapolis, IN, April 2002 

 
Invited Participant, The Relevance of Philosophy and Political Economy to the Good 
Life, Liberty Fund, Tahoe, CA, July/August 2001 

 
Invited Attendee, Carnegie International Non-Proliferation Conference, Carnegie 
Endowment for International Peace, Washington, D.C., June 2001 

 
SELECTED OTHER PRESENTATIONS: 
 
 Writing Seminar, Junior Faculty, Department of International Relations, Baku State 
 University, Baku, Azerbaijan, August 2007 
 
 Bologna Process and Impact on Former-Soviet States, Presentation to Faculty and 
 Administration at Baku State University, Baku, Azerbaijan, December 2006 
 
 Teaching Workshop, Presentation to Faculty of Department of International Relations, 
 Baku State University, Baku, Azerbaijan, December 2006 
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 Writing Seminar, Presentation to Graduate Students, Baku State University, Baku, 
 Azerbaijan, December 2006 
 
 Nuclear Terrorism and Decentralized Networks, University of North Carolina – 
 Wilmington, Wilmington, NC, March 2006 
 

Systemic Level Changes in the 21st Century and Implications for International Security, 
Canisius College, Buffalo, NY, February 2006 

 
American Government, Democratization, and American Foreign Policy Lectures, 
American Studies Summer School and Al Farabi Kazakh National University, Almaty, 
Kazakhstan, August 2005 

 
American Foreign Policy Lectures Delivered: Teaching Foreign Policy to Non-Natives, 
American Studies Summer School, Almaty, Kazakhstan, August 2004 

 
American Strategy in the War on Terrorism, Slovak Foreign Policy Association, 
Bratislava, Slovakia, May 2004 
 

 The American Education System, University of SS. Cyril and Methodius, Trnava, 
Slovakia, March 2004 

 
United States Elections and the Democratic Party Primary Process, University of SS. 
Cyril and Methodius, Trnava, Slovakia, February 2004 

 
Ethnicity and Self-Government, Fulbright Mid-Year Conference, Velke Bilovice, Czech 
Republic, February 2004 

 
U.S. Nuclear Weapons Policy: Dangers and Solutions, University of Canterbury, New 
Zealand, November 2000 

 
HONORS, AWARDS, GRANTS: 
 
 International Scholar 
 Open Society Institute Europe Foundation, Central Asia Research and Training Initiative, 
 Problems of Security Sector Reform in Kyrgyzstan (CARTI Fellow: Timur Uzakbaev), 
 Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan, 2006-2008 
 
 International Resource Fellow 
 Open Society Institute Europe Foundation, Higher Education Support Program, Baku, 
 State University, Baku, Azerbaijan, 2006-2007 
 
 Artinian Travel Award, 
 Southern Political Science Association Conference, New Orleans, LA, January 2005 
 
 Fulbright Senior Specialist 



 7

Seminar Leader, Teaching Foreign Policy to Non-Natives, Al-Farabi Kazakh National 
University, Kazakhstan, August 2004 
 
Fulbright Senior Specialist Candidate 
2002-2007 

 
 Fulbright Award Recipient 
 University of SS. Cyril and Methodius, Trnava, Slovak Republic, Spring 2004 
 
 Nominated: Faculty Achievement Award, 2003 
 

Teaching Excellence Award  
 Stephen F. Austin State University, 2001-2002 Academic Year 
 
 Visiting Scholar Fellowship Workshop 
 Social Science Research Council-MacArthur Foundation, August 1996 
 
 Graduate Student Teaching Award 
 University of Maryland, 1998-99  
 
OTHER PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES (all committee work at Stephen F. Austin State 
University unless otherwise noted): 
 
 Nominations Committee, Southern Political Science Association, March 2008 
 

Referee 
 International Studies Quarterly 
 
 Referee 
 Armed Forces and Society 
 

Program Organizer, International Relations Section, Southern Political Science 
Association Meeting, January 2006 

 
Program Director, International Studies Program, Stephen F. Austin State University 
(also, chair of Coordinating Committee), May 2002 – August 2008 
 
Study Abroad Professor, Alexander Dubcek University of Trencin, Slovakia, Summer 
2006 
 
Member, University, College, and Department Committees (available upon request) 
 
Member, Graduate Faculty, 2002 – present 
 
Member, Dissertation Committees (Education Department) 
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 Tiffany Regan (2007).  Stories from the Storm: Displaced Students 
 Perspectives  on Surviving Hurricane Katrina.  Department of Secondary 
 Education and Educational Leadership, Stephen F. Austin State University. 
 
 Clark, Gary Lee (2006). Even the Books were Separate: A Narrative Non-Fiction 
 Story of Teachers during the Caddo Crossover of 1969-1970. Department of 
 Secondary Education and Educational Leadership, Stephen F. Austin State 
 University. 
 
 Vaszauskas, Jim S. (2006). The Voices of Ownership: A Narrative Non-Fiction 
 Study of those who Successfully Implemented the Baldridge Continuous 
 Improvement for Change Framework. Department of Secondary Education 
 and Educational Leadership, Stephen F. Austin State University. 
 
Member, Masters Committees (Geospatial Analyses) 
 

David Barfield (in progress). Texas Spatial Ethnomusicology.  College of Applied 
Arts and Sciences, Stephen F. Austin State  University. 

 
 Tred Ashley Riggs (2006). Developing Geospatial Internet Map Applications.   
 College of Applied Arts and Sciences, Stephen F. Austin State University. 
 
Member, Masters Committees (History) 
 
 Jochen Steffan Arndt (2007). The Battlefield Tactics of General Winfield Scott’s 
 Army of Invasion of Mexico: An Analysis of Their Origins, Application, and 
 Success. Department of History, Stephen F. Austin State University. 

 
REFERENCES: 
 
 Professor Ted Robert Gurr   
 Distinguished University Professor and Former President I.S.A. 
 Department of Government and Politics 
 University of Maryland 
 College Park, MD 20742 
 TRGurr@aol.com 
 (702) 255-4702 
 
 Professor George H. Quester 
 Department of Government and Politics 
 University of Maryland 
 College Park, MD 20742 
 gquester@sfasu.edu 
 (301) 405-4155 
            
 Professor Tom Segady     
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 Department of Sociology     
 Stephen F. Austin State University    
 Nacogdoches, TX 75962     
 tsegady@sfasu.edu      
 (936) 468-4405 


