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December 2006

Faculty Research Grant Competition

It’s time to start thinking about applying for a Faculty Research Grant for FY2007! These mter-
nal grants provide substantive support for research and scholarly creative
activities. Through an annual competition held during the spring semester,
funds are awarded for the next academic year. Detailed information about
these grants 1s located on the ORSP website under ‘Internal Funding’.

ORSP 1s hosting a workshop on Friday, December 9th m the Wyatt
Room of the Library from 2:30-3:30 to discuss the process, answer ques-
tions, and distribute information to faculty who are interested in preparing
an application this year. A Panel Discussion will also be held on January 27th from 2:00-3:00
which will provide helpful hints from the University Research Council, experiences of previous
grant awardees, general information, and question time.
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Vocational Rehabilitation Counseling Program
7 | ||= i Dr. Robert Choate, Professor of Counseling in the SFA Department of Human Services, has

received $750,000 in funding from the US Department of Education to work on increasing the
knowledge of students of the role and responsibilities of the vocational rehabilitation counselor and
of the benefits of counseling in State VR agencies.
N This program 1s designed to train qualified rehabilitation counselors and increase the supply of
qualified personnel available for employment and/or retention in public employment. It also
strengthens the relationship between rehabilitation educators and state VR agencies in preparation
of qualified counselors by concentrating on SFA’s existing partnership with the Texas Department
of Assistive and Rehabilitative Services (DARS), formally known as the Texas Reha-
bilitation Commission. The function and purpose of SFA’s Rehabilitation Counsel-
ing Education Program (RCEP) is related directly to the mission of the Federal pro-
N gram: to provide qualified rehabilitation counselors who can provide effective, and
[ comprehensive rehabilitation services. continued on other side
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Vocational Rehabilitatton Counseling Program cont.

In discussing placement opportunities in the profession, Dr. Choate said, “Students gradu-
ating from the Rehabilitation Counselor Education program have a wide variety of employ-
ment opportunities, both in Texas and nationwide.” Major employers are the DARS, serving
persons with disabilities in Texas; Goodwill Industries; Burke Center; and many private com-
panies serving injured workers. The placement rate of graduates 1s 100%, with many students find-

g employment during their practica and internships. Graduation from this program also provides
all the coursework necessary for licensure in Texas as well as certification as a Certified Rehabilita-
tion Counselor and a Nationally Certified Counselor.

According to Dr. Choate, “the best thing 1s working with students, many of whom have disabili-
ties as they prepare to enter a profession that until recently was not available to them.” He believes
that getting the word out about the program can be the most challenging part, “T’he most daunting
aspect of this grant 1s that it 1s hard to recruit students into the field. Many who are going mto coun-
seling think only of marriage and family or child counseling and are not aware of the rewards of
helping people get their lives back after a disability. Once they become a part of the program, they
often wonder why they never thought of this in the beginning.”
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Office of Research and Sponsored Programs

Funding Agency Amount
US Dept of Education $95,000
National Science Foundation $151,565
US Dept of Education (2 awards) $289,766
Texas Freshwater Fisheries Center $15,000
Texas Parks & Wildlife (2 awards) 244,704
Temple-Inland Forest Product Corporation $25,000
US Dept of Agriculture $20,000
US Dept of Health & Human Services $595,200
City of Nacogdoches p $484,700
Pineywoods Foundation _ $9,500
US Dept of Education $750,000
US Dept of Education $800,000
Ford Foundation $3,000
Institute of Museum & Library Services $570,288
Shell Western E & P $8,000
US Dept of Health & Human Services $256,311
(3 awards)

Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board $34,968
US Dept of Education $6,160,438
US Dept of Health & Human Services $196,267
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